Schoonerman

by Captain Richard England (former master-owner of

Nellie Bywater, Britain’s last fully-rigged merchant schooner).
Page 38 (Isolda)

SCHOON E n mm
ferry his captain ashm-e and do most of the smali—boat wark, soit
as essential to be able toscull a ship’s boat with a single oarover -
transom. | learned in record time, for old Weddock ordered -
into our. wark boat, known as the ‘punt’, which was moored
der the stern, cast 0  and gave the boat a hefty push towards
the centre of the dock basin. He shouted that Twasn’t tb retum L
until I could scull. 1 soon got the hang of it! e g

memorised the running gear by the same t‘(mgh but gffemw
d. Weddqqk mqk me ona mur z}f thﬁ pmraﬁs, named rhe e

:_'.;mamla or. hemp,'agam td be labarmly-re-cuiled by a mmd imt-: o

in the dark. -

'_"'hls éxght 1 made the most of my. brief-lib

argo of sweet-smelling timber. I was first drawn to her by her

more. knowiedgﬂablf: bﬁy I wasn’t kmg beﬁaare E ceuld ﬁﬂd any

Errands to the g groces and chﬂndier made a wekeme break to
:ndless work aboard the Vig. The mate would send me off - -
a warning growl of: ‘Hurry back, +boy!’b but when I was out of o

" There was plenty to interest me in. the ‘busy docks. '-A fim':,
white-painted three-masted schooner, the Swedish Isolda, had .
ved in port and lay just beyond the coal staithes discharginga

graceful, yacht-like appearance; and then 1 was intrigued by the ;

sight of two pretty, sun-tanned, flaxen-haired girls, dressed in

sailor’s dungarees working on her decks.
daughtcrs of the schooner’ _s maste;

Iwastold thatthey were:
j.aptam.:\higren.andthat__ i




